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constitutional crisis in Australia's state of South Australia, centred on a dispute over the validity of an electoral redistribution bill passed by the South Australian parliament, which was rejected by the federal parliament, resulting in the creation of an unusual situation. This crisis did not lead to the splitting of the state, as has been reported by several
newspapers. The validity of the electoral redistribution was upheld by the High Court of Australia, and the dispute was resolved by the Governor of South Australia, a position which was exercised by John Sharp instead of Robert Mike in this case. Background South Australia's electoral boundaries had been created by a commission which based the
boundaries on the 1974 electoral redistribution. However, when the new electoral boundaries were due to be drawn up in the 1982 redistribution, the South Australian parliament passed an Electoral Redistribution (Redistribution) Amendment Bill (Bill 39) to implement recommendations made by a Select Committee. This amendment altered the
boundaries to the extent that a portion of South Australia was moved out of the existing metropolitan area to form the state's Far North, as far away as the coastal area, and the inlands were redistributed further inland. The bill was presented to the Australian House of Representatives (the House), but on 23 September 1985 the House rejected the bill.
The terms of the rejection were reported on the floor of the House and on the Opposition front bench and in the media. Immediate reaction The situation had immediate political and social ramifications. At about 3.15pm on the day the bill was rejected, a single independent legislator met with some members of his party and his Opposition counterparts.
They jointly agreed to disallow a parliamentarian's speech on the bill to the House, which they believed was dead, and to a report on the bill and a call for the distribution to be re-referred to the Select Committee. That afternoon, a public meeting was held at the Adelaide Town Hall to discuss the crisis. The response in the public meeting was very
guarded, as was the response to a newspaper advertisement printed in Adelaide in the evening of 23 September, offering the legal services of in an area outside
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