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lower lip after partial glossectomy for oral cancer.

Reconstruction of the lower lip after partial
glossectomy for oral cancer is difficult. The authors
present a unique unilateral pedicled groin flap for
lower lip reconstruction. This is a clinical study on
the use of a pedicled groin flap to reconstruct the
lower lip. Seven male patients aged 37 to 74 years

(mean, 53 years) had partial glossectomy. The size of
the tumor ranged from 5 to 10 cm in diameter. The

flaps were designed just above the common iliac
vessels and raised on the gracilis muscle. The gracilis
muscle, the great saphenous vein, and the peroneal
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vein were anastomosed end-to-end in an end-to-side
fashion. Three patients had a simultaneous neck
dissection, and 2 had a unilateral neck dissection.

The total hospital stay ranged from 4 to 7 days
(mean, 5 days), and partial flap necrosis was

observed in 1 patient. The function of the donor sites
was satisfactory. There was no infection or tumor

recurrence in the follow-up period. Unilateral
pedicled groin flap with anastomosis of the vessels is
an easy and safe method for lower lip reconstruction

after partial glossectomy. This graft is useful in
patients with a single defect of the lower lip; it can
be used in patients with a defect on one side of the

lower lip and in patients with a residual tumor on one
side of the mouth.{}t. [P]{}artitions et majeures
réparties., 187(9):967–1011, 2012. S. M. Ulam.
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